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which he believes to be that of Your Majesty. He thinks that any
Minister, who could allow party feeling to enter into such a case
as that of Lord Lansdowne, would, if it were done unconsciously,
fall into a gross error in judgment: if consciously, he would
commit a most grave offence.
With regard to the first point, Mr. Gladstone does not know
whether he is in possession of Your Majesty's full view. At the
time when Your Majesty appealed to Lord Kimberley/he had not
lost a single day in prosecuting the case, so far as circumstances
allowed. This was due to Lord Lansdowne, and due still more to
the expressed wish of Your Majesty for dispatch.
Mr. Gladstone did not consult the Cabinet on this occasion, or
he would have reported it to Your Majesty, together with the
result. But he ascertained the opinions of individual Ministers
sufficiently to show him the general impression. He intimated to
Your Majesty that this impression was one related to reasons. He
has not troubled Your Majesty with those reasons, lest by doing
so he should appear to lay charges of error against the Governor-
General. Should Your Majesty command it, he will be in duty
bound to make the statement. The service done in the case of the
Ameer was undoubtedly excellent service.
On the concern of the Cabinet in these matters, Mr* Gladstone
will only say a few words. In the Cabinet of Sir Robert Peel, the
conduct of Lord Ellenborough as Viceroy was brought before the
Ministers. In the second Cabinet of Lord Palmerston (1859-1865)
the appointment of a particular person to be Viceroy was, and
unless his memory greatly deceives him was more than once,
brought before that Cabinet, and there decided. Mr. Gladstone
has never known a case where the Cabinet have interfered in a
question of honour purely titular, or honour connected with an
office lying beyond the established circle of political administra-
tion. But, in the public mind, and in ordinary practice, the
Cabinet is viewed as the seat of ultimate responsibility; and, in
view of the precedents which he has quoted, Mr. Gladstone owns
himself unable to exclude from all concern in the honours be-
stowed upon a Viceroy those who have been and may be con-
sulted upon his appointment, and who are absolutely responsible
for his administrative acts. It is true indeed, as Your Majesty
observes, that the Sovereign is the fountain of honour ; but it is
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